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WELCOMe

welcome to another edition of Interact magazine. In this issue 
we’re celebrating what happens when the Bible’s life words 
are shared, and good news is made real in people’s lives. 
There are stories from all parts of the globe: India, Zimbabwe, 
Jamaica, Indonesia, Italy, and the UK. 

On pages 12–13 you can read our reflection on Pavement 
Project’s 18th birthday. Children in sixteen countries from 
Mexico to Sri Lanka and Peru to Tanzania have the hope of 
healing from hurt and trauma, and the promise of new life, 
thanks to the commitment of Pavement Project partners 
around the world. 

what about us? what about our part of the world? How can 
we make good news known, and invite people to follow the 
way of Jesus? Here at Lifewords we value your prayer and your 
giving that make so much work possible. we hope there are 
other ways we all can get involved too, being inspired by the 
Bible ourselves, sharing life words with others, and seeing lives 
truly transformed by the good news of Jesus.
 
with thanks for your partnership.  

In Christ

danielle welch
Executive director, UK & International 

danielle welch
Executive director
UK & International

“Go and make disciples of all nations …  
and surely I am with you always, to the  
very end of the age.”    
Matthew 28:19,20 
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for a young person living and 
studying in Bangalore life is a 
mixture of enterprise, technology, 
education and aspiration. In this 
megacity, for middle-class young 
people opportunities abound to do 
well at school, join the workforce, 
and meet family and society 
expectations. It’s an up and down, 
often exhilarating, journey. But 
moving into adulthood can also  
be a confusing, scary and 
overwhelming experience. 
  In a café in the city, Benny Prasad 
talks about some of the things 
that affect young people. “There’s 
a very big issue with suicide and 
anxiety,” he says. Statistics show 

that the most common cause of 
death of people aged between 
15 and 29 in India is suicide. from 
family expectations to academic 
achievement to broken relationships, 
there is a huge amount of pressure 
on young people that often leaves 
them feeling depressed, anxious and 
lonely. This is where the café we’re 
sitting in comes in, and where the 
Bible’s life words are being used to 
help young people reflect on their 
lives and find peace and hope. 

A cAfé with A difference
Chai316 is an unusual café. walk in 
through the doors and go up to the 
counter, and the first thing you’ll 

Tea and Sympathy
In the heart of bustling Bangalore a café project is reaching 
troubled young people with good news. Lifewords India Director 
Serah Thomas reports.

Interact_2_2018_MK4.indd   4 09/04/2018   11:04



5

realise is that it lives up to its name. 
The only thing on off er is chai – fi ve 
diff erent varieties, all served in 
bespoke wooden cups. There are no 
prices displayed, you choose what 
to pay. on one side of the café is a 
row of screens and games consoles. 
All around the walls, colourful words 
are displayed – most of them Bible 
verses. The bathrooms are music-
themed, a nod to the fact that 
Benny is a well-known musician (with 
a world record under his belt), and 
there are music practice rooms and 
recording studios upstairs. The café 
is designed for young people, and 
it’s full of them – welcoming around 
70 college students through its 
doors each day. 
  Look to the centre of the large 
downstairs café space, and you’ll see 
what this place is really all about. 
In amongst the students and café 
customers are young adults wearing 
Chai316 t-shirts. These are the 
volunteer staff  who make Chai316 
something special. Chai means “life” 
in Hebrew and “316” is a reference 
to John 3:16 and the eternal life we 
fi nd in Jesus. These volunteer staff  
are here to help other young people 
discover the love of Jesus. Their job 
is to serve chai, and off er a listening 
ear to 17–23 year olds who are often 
lonely, depressed, and sometimes 
suicidal. Benny explains, “The goal is 
80% listening and 20% talking. we 
listen to them, hear their problems, 
and share the love of Christ and 
value of who God is in their lives.”

shAring And listening
This listening is one of the key 
aspects of Chai316. “Many times 
the students, even on the fi rst or 
the second visit, open up about 
the deeper challenges in their 

lives – even to the point of having 
suicidal tendencies,” says Benny. 
“[We talk about] the generational 
gap they have with their family, 
the expectations of their college, 
and their own personal dreams and 
passions and desires. we sit down 
and we listen to them, and we show 
value – regardless of who they are. 
There is no cut off  time – the staff  
are trained to listen till they fi nish. 
It might be three hours, it might 
be twenty minutes – but we listen 
to them. This gives them a lot of 
confi dence to open-up and share, 
and in turn we end up sharing our 
own personal stories and what 
Jesus has done in our lives. They’re 
very receptive, and really open to 
hearing what we have to say.”

breAking down bArriers
This approach of listening, taking 
time, and waiting for the young 
people to open-up is why the 
Pavement Project programme has 
found a natural place at Chai316. 
Lifewords has partnered with 
Chai316 for a couple of years, 
off ering Bible booklets for staff  

“The café 
welcomes 
70 college 
students 
through 
its doors 
each day”

Benny Prasad at Chai316
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to use. Now, seven staff have been 
trained to use the Pavement Project 
green bag with young people. The 
gentle, listening methods of Picture 
Me are a great tool in ministering 
to the students. Through the Bible 
stories and the counselling process 
they are able to share important 
things about their life. “There is 
something very powerful about this 
green bag that it breaks through 
barriers,” said one member of the 
team who then went on to share 
a story about diana*, a college 
student, who had been visiting the 
café for a year and a half. day after 
day she visited the café, the staff 
would talk to her and at end of it 
she would respond saying, “I have 
no hope”. One of the staff used the 
green bag with her. She shared many 
things, and for the first time she 
prayed. The next day she came back 
and told them how that one session 
has given her a new hope to live.

hope And freedom
Benny explains how the Pavement 
Project resources are so suited to the 
young people they are serving. “One 
of the biggest challenges we have 
seen, why students feel like quitting, 
is because of broken relationships,” 
he says. “One of the challenges they 
face at home is love. Because love is 
often defined by academic reports 
and other stuff, rather than just 
showing love as a human. They come 
[to Bangalore to study], they fall into 
a relationship with a boy or a girl, 
and they don’t know how to react. 
They pour their whole life into it, and 
then suddenly within three months 
they are broken, and they feel like 
quitting life.” A young woman called 
Sandya* had been visiting Chai316 
for more than a year and considered 
herself an atheist. It was a challenge 
sharing with her because she always 
rejected any conversation about 
God. But as one of the team used 

“Through  
the Bible 
stories 
and the 
counselling 
process  
they are  
able to  
share 
important 
things about 
their life”
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the green bag with her she shared 
how lonely she was and how she 
always found herself in situations 
where her friends abandon her. She 
compared herself to a wolf which 
roams around alone. She quietly 
listened to the stories from the 
Bible and prayed for the first time. 
Later she chose the pocket card of 
the sleeping child and shared that 
this is how safe she wants to be. 
At the end of the counselling, she 
compared herself to a bird which is 
free. She told the team member that 
she felt a heavy burden lifted from 
her heart and felt happy. Since then 
she has been very receptive to the 
group discussions run in the café. 

new life
Pavement Project and Chai316 are 
a great match, and we’re looking 
forward to more stories of how God 
is working in young people’s lives. 

“We don’t teach anything to do with 
studies or education,” says Benny, 
“but we listen to young people and 
we share the love and the value of 
Christ. we have seen such amazing 
results because this is what they’re 
lacking, and they can’t get this 
anywhere else.” 

*Names have been changed.

Thank God for Benny and staff and the work of Chai316.

Pray for young people feeling pressure, anxiety, or 
loneliness today. 

Please pray that Pavement Project tools will be used 
to bring life, hope, and liberation to students visiting 
Chai316. 

 prAy

               
WATCH
Meet Benny and 
Chai316 on our 
youTube channel, 
www.youtube.com/
lifewords. Look for 
the Interact playlist.
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This year Lifewords is set to help produce the first ever Bible 
booklet in the Manado Malay language group – a creole language 
spoken by two million people in North Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
 In the past Lifewords has worked with the North Sulawesi 
Bible Translation Centre to equip mission workers, children’s 
workers and group leaders with The visible Story – a story-telling 
tool using parables that Jesus told.  
 Now the latest collaborative project focuses on the translation 
and production of Power to Save – Bible booklets using Mark and 
Luke’s gospels. The Bible Translation Centre plans to make Power 
to Save available to their network of 900 churches where they can 
be shared in their community outreaches. “Currently churches 
in North Sulawesi are using the Bahasa Indonesia Bible,” says 
Lifewords Australia Director Dan Hardie. “But it’s inaccessible 
to the masses as only college graduates are able to read and 
understand Bahasa. These booklets will be published alongside 
the newly-translated Manado Malay New Testament, providing 
communities with free access to the Bible in their own language 
for the first time. It’s exciting to see the huge desire for the 
resources and to partner with such a strong team of on-the-ground 
mission workers helping to bring good news to many.

Good news for Jamaica
Last summer British couple Anthony and Nadine Piper 
relocated to Kingston, Jamaica with their two daughters. 
Partnering with national organisation operation Save 
Jamaica, they are ministering to people in underprivileged 
communities, sharing over 4,000 Lifewords booklets to help 
people experience the Bible as good news for their lives. 
     Since their arrival they have opened a male students 
empowerment club at a high school in Kingston where 
they discuss Who Cares About Me?, and a parenting club in 

Trench Town where mums and dads receive copies of An Invitation and Finding Hope. “We use 
every opportunity to spread the message – even petrol stations and street-side conversations 
in places that are considered to be the worst communities in Kingston,” says Anthony. “We are 
so grateful for the materials Lifewords has entrusted to us. There are many very difficult days, 
but your generosity really keeps us going. one boy recently proudly showed me his collection of 
booklets. Thanks to Lifewords many people who are struggling with chaotic lifestyles now have the 
opportunity to discover and explore Jesus’ message of love, faith and hope for themselves.”

world NEWS

Sharing The visible Story

New resources for Indonesia
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Encounters with Jesus
Since 2011 Lifewords’ supporters have ordered and shared several hundred thousand copies of 
Jesus: An Introduction in 16 languages. with such a high global demand, Lifewords is now raising 
funds to produce more booklets. 
 Jesus: An Introduction features stories that all share a common thread – meeting Jesus is 
a life-changing encounter. “I came to the Lord through Jesus: An Introduction,” says vincenzo 
Chiaravalloti from Italy. “It was a tremendous blessing and I pray that 
many will also come to Christ through this.” Now based on feedback from 
readers, we are redesigning the booklet’s look for a global audience, 
shaping the content to make it suitable for a mission context, and 
using a new title that translates eff ectively across diff erent languages. 
Encounters with Jesus will not only invite people to explore the 
Bible’s life words for themselves, but also provide a fresh way into 
conversation for multi-faith contexts. with enough funding, it could 
also become the fi rst “Jesus booklet” from Lifewords in Hindi in the 
past two decades.
 “We’ve received requests from many groups and churches to 
give the booklets away in evangelism, 
outreaches and social work,” says Global 
Bible resources director Jarek Jankowski. 
“It’s so important for people to encounter 
Jesus’ life, teaching and open invitation to 
us.” If you would like to support this project, 
please visit www.lifewords.global/give. 

Skateboards, scooters, Scripture
Each year Malmesbury Abbey hosts a skating event in partnership 
with Christian Skaters and Surfers UK. for three days the 12th-
century Benedictine monastery becomes home to skateboards and 
scooters, and this year, as they celebrated their 10th anniversary, they 
welcomed hundreds of children, young people and adults.
 As well as skating up ramps, taking part in competitions, hanging 
out with friends, and enjoying the music and snacks, guests were 
invited to take away any of the 400 free booklets including Little Book 
of Help, Little Book of Faith, Little Book of Chaos and You Matter. “We 
were looking for valuable resources that were both visually engaging 
and also contained simple biblical truths at their core,” said Children’s 
and Youth Minister, Andrew Beebee. “The young people feel really 
comfortable with them. It’s a great way of putting God’s word into 
people’s hands, but with a non-threatening approach. It comfortably 
encourages you to take small, eff ective steps.” Brandon, who is 16 
years old, explains: “When I fi rst came, I didn’t believe in God at all. I’d 
heard how God has impacted people, but seeing faith in a diff erent 
way made me start to believe that God is real.”

 “We’ve received requests from many groups and churches to 

Andrew Beebee
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“Street children will never change 
– they are hard,” says rev Solomon. 
“For 30 years I have been working 
with my church to provide them with 
a means to eat, go back home and 
attend school, but they still return to 
live on the streets.”
 It’s a familiar way of thinking – 
that nothing will ever change. That 
people, places, perspectives, politics 
are set in stone. Something that has 
been a prevalent force in Zimbabwe 
for years and years. But there is 
always hope. And with the political 
shift brought about by the stepping 
down of robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe 
is a place brimming with hope.

A chAllenging situAtion
“Rev Solomon was one of 12 people 
who attended a Pavement Project 

training session in Zimbabwe earlier 
this year,” says Clara Ngobolia, 
Lifewords Kenya Programme 
Director. “When I found out he was 
69 years old I was impressed, but 
also realised that it may be difficult 
to unravel his way of thinking. 
during the training he drew an 
image of a large group of children 
surrounding one man. The man was 
unable to give them anything. He 
explained that no matter how much 
he worked, the children seemed to 
not want help.” 
 Lifewords research shows that 
children in Zimbabwe often find 
themselves with little choice but to 
flee their family homes, escaping 
physical abuse, sexual violence, and 
emotional trauma. However, they 
cannot be prepared for the street 

New Beginnings
As Zimbabwe experiences a period of change and new hope, 
Beverley Agyeman reports on how Lifewords’ Pavement Project 
is doing the same in the hearts and minds of young and old. 
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life that lies ahead. with young 
girls being forced into prostitution 
or early marriage, and young boys 
taken into robbery, they then 
experience further trauma. 

heAling And progress
“During the training I could 
sense rev Solomon’s grief and 
frustration,” says Clara. “Many 
times those who attend Pavement 
Project training sessions are 
coming with their own personal 
issues too. They have had their 
own traumatic experiences in 
life, and so this is therapeutic 
for them. Before the activities 
commence, I spend time with them 
to understand their background, 
where they currently are, and 
where they want to go so I can 
walk with them in their journey. By 
the end of the week rev Solomon 
was so intrigued by the green bag 
and excited about the potential 
for giving children a way in to 
life-transforming relationship with 
Jesus. He told me that he now 
believes it works.”
 “Pavement Project is a unique 
program, it works miracles,” said 
Rev Solomon. “I now see that the 
green bag is a great tool that can 
bring transformation. I thank God 
for graduating me to a child worker 

at my age, I am so excited to go 
and minister to children through 
sharing God’s love!” 

hope for chAnge
In 2016 Zimbabwe became the 
fifth African country alongside 
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and the 
democratic republic of Congo to 
receive Pavement Project. Since 
then over 700 children and young 
people have been counselled in 
Zimbabwe, communities in slums 
have been reached and Pavement 
Project workers themselves have 
experienced healing. Now in 2018 
there is hope for more and more 
opportunities to reach children-at-
risk with God’s love. 
 “I was nervous before going 
to Zimbabwe for the training 
session,” says Clara. “In Kenya 
changes in political power come 
with riots and chaos. But when I 
arrived in Zimbabwe, I noticed how 
calm things were. No disruption. 
No demonstrations. Life was 
continuing as usual. Since returning 
to Kenya, people in Zimbabwe 
tell me that things are still very 
peaceful and there are great 
dreams for change. yet there is 
an urgent need for God’s hope. 
Pavement Project has a place in 
Zimbabwe.”

New Beginnings

Thank God for rev 
Solomon and the 
many hundreds like 
him who are using 
Pavement Project 
resources to reach 
children-at-risk. 

Pray with us for the 
peace, justice, and 
hope in Zimbabwe – 
and for wise and just 
political leadership. 

Ask God to use 
Pavement Project 
powerfully to bring 
about change in  
the lives of children 
in Zimbabwe. 

 prAy

rev Solomon (left)

A child draws during 
her counselling session
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At the end of the last century a 
group of people came together 
and talked about creating a Bible 
resource that would bring good 
news to vulnerable and traumatised 
children all over the world. Now 
18 years on from the birth of the 
Pavement Project green bag, we 
have so much to thank God for.

let’s celebrAte!
Pavement Project is a carefully 
created resource that came about 
through years of research, prayer 
and hard work. The results over 
the past 18 years have been truly 
inspiring and exciting as we’ve 
seen thousands of children finding 

a friend in God and trusting in 
God’s power to change their 
situation. over the years we have 
seen countless answers to prayer, 
thousands of street workers trained, 
and hundreds of organisations across 
31 countries partner with us to 
extend the reach of this good news. 
 At the moment we are active 
in 16 countries including the USA, 
where for the first time we are 
working in a developed country, 
using the green bag app. we have 
seen over 40,000 children counselled 
and 90% have an improvement in 
their self-worth. we have trained 
over 2,400 workers, 24 of whom 
are now Pavement Project trainers, 

Here at Lifewords we love a party, and with a global impact and 
countless success stories there’s so much to celebrate as Pavement 
Project turns 18. Clenir dos Santos shares some highlights and how 
we can continue praying for this important ministry.

Happy 18th!
The team in Brazil
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with another 51 in the process of 
becoming trainers too. from a 6kg 
green bag we’ve moved to a much 
lighter 2.7kg bag, as effective as the 
original one but much easier for the 
workers to carry. And now we are 
launching the green bag app in new 
countries too. 

heAling A generAtion
The statistics are exciting but what 
is even more inspiring are the 
hundreds and hundreds of stories 
we hear of lives transformed, 
worldviews changed, self-worth 
discovered, hearts healed, and 
minds renewed. we’ve met 
orphans; physical, emotional and 
sexual abuse survivors; children 
accused of witchcraft; those who 
have been abandoned or beaten 
or told time and again that they 
are worthless. And we have seen 
them transformed and healed by 
the knowledge and acceptance that 
Jesus loves them. 
 over the 18 years we have seen 
hundreds of children becoming 
adults and caring for their own 
children, showing how the circle of 
violence and abuse has been broken. 
we hear of churches founded by 
children who want to learn more 
about Jesus and share him with 
their families. Praise God for a 
new generation of young adults 
who know who they are: loved and 
accepted by God. 

the work continues
we are so grateful for all the 
support through giving and prayer 
Pavement Project has received over 
the years – thank you! But there is 
still so much to achieve and so many 
more children to reach with God’s 
love. Please pray with us for plans 
over the coming months.

prAy with us 
In the Americas there are still 11 countries, where 
many organisations and churches work to help at-risk 
children, with potential to implement Pavement Project. 
Through this year we are taking the green bag to Chile, 
Dominican Republic and Haiti, as well as strengthening 
partnerships through training workshops in Guatemala, 
Peru, México and Paraguay. We have also received 
requests for partnership from organisations in Cuba  
to carry out training. 

In India we want to reach more children in the north 
Indian states. We are in the process of building 
partnerships to start the training of workers and trainers 
in five new states in the course of the year.
 
In Africa we have received requests for Pavement 
Project training from South Africa, Gambia, Ethiopia and 
Lubumbashi DRC. This year we are strengthening our 
partnerships in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. 
In Zimbabwe we hope to work with World Vision to  
enable many children-at-risk to receive good news 
through Pavement Project.

There is also an urgent need in the Middle East, where 
we have partners ready to use the green bag in Iraq and 
Lebanon. And, we are excited about new possibilities in 
the USA. Please pray with us for all these opportunities, 
and for children and teenagers who are waiting to hear 
the good news that life words can bring. 

The team in Brazil

Using the new Picture Me app 
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Consider the Wildfl owers

“I am not judged for my past. I am myself, and I am loved.” 

Consider the Wildfl owers is a unique booklet, featuring Bible 
verses chosen by women trapped in sexual exploitation – 
alongside their own stories of hope. we are currently raising 
funds to translate this resource into key languages for work 
in Europe and across the world. There are a staggering 
40 million women in prostitution around the world. This 
resource is written to speak directly to their experience, as a 
tool for partner ministries – many of whom are working with 
traffi  cked women. Partners have told us about needs for 
materials in Bulgarian, Portuguese, romanian, and Spanish – 
so these are the key languages we’re looking 
to provide. 
 Lifewords’ supporters have already given generously. 
At the time of writing, our crowdfunded total stood at 
€2,500. But we need another €5,500 to reach our target 
of printing all four new language versions. If we have more 
funds available, we would also love to add Ukrainian to 
the list of languages we can provide. The Lifewords UK 
team pitched in with a bake sale in March. Could you do 
similar, or highlight this opportunity to others in your 
church or small group?  You can fi nd more info, make a 
gift, and get resources to run a bake sale or fundraising 
event of your own at www.lifewords.global/wildfl owers. 
 

GET INVOLVED
LIFEWORDS AND YOU
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contAct us
Get in touch with the Lifewords 
global family. Find us online at 
www.lifewords.global, or  
contact your local office.

AustrAliA

+61 437 705 947
australia@lifewords.global 

brAzil

projectoc@lifewords.global

cAnAdA 

+1 683 6482 
 info@sgmcanada.ca 

kenyA

+254 20 2730100 
 kenya@lifewords.global 

indonesiA

+62 816714983 
 indonesia@lifewords.global

indiA

+91-80-25296587 
 india@lifewords.global  

polAnd

europe@lifewords.global 

uk & internAtionAl office

+44 (0) 20 7730 2155 
uk@lifewords.global 

When we read God’s Word we are offered the chance to learn, 
change and respond … and to share good news with others. Here’s 
richard Smithurst’s story about encountering Jesus in a new way.
 
richard had been very unwell, and he was feeling fearful. one 
afternoon he attended a fellowship group at his church and saw a 
Daily Strength booklet, which he took home. In it he read: “Jesus said: 
‘don’t be troubled. you trust God, now trust in me. I am leaving you 
with a gift – peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give isn’t like 
the peace the world gives. So don’t be troubled or afraid.’ ” 
 “That’s precisely what hit me,” says Richard. “Out of the darkness 
was God’s light. That’s the first time I had ever really understood 
what that meant. Before I felt as though I had been immersed 
into darkness. I was so ill that the doctors even thought it could be 
bladder cancer [it wasn’t – and Richard has since recovered]. Fear 
was immediately kicked out once I read that piece.” richard felt 
that he needed to raise his faith and he was able to do that through 
Daily Strength. “This booklet took me through a dark valley,” he says. 
“Thank you immensely for putting out the Word of God and in such  
a readable form.” 
 Lifewords has inspired richard to think about how he can get  
out there and share the Bible with others. After sharing his story  
with people at his fellowship richard has ordered 30 copies of  
Daily Strength because “people need a copy in their lives”. 

Light in the Darkness
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To mark the 100th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War, 
Forces chaplains will be sharing 

Lifewords WW1 Gospels 
with service personnel around the world.

You can give to support this outreach, 
or join in sharing the Active Service 

Gospel of John in your own community.

Limited stock available. 
Find out more at www.lifewords.global. Find out more at www.lifewords.global.
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